The Arraignment, Tryal, and Con- 


demnation of 


FROST 


The Broker, 


Who was Condemned for 
| Clipping and Filling 
His Majefties Coyn. 
On Thurſday, Fane 17th 1675, 


'To be Hanged. 


VVith a CharaQter of his Lite and Converſgtion , not 
onely before he was taken bur fince his Im- 
| priſonment, in the Marſhaltfes. 


| ls. 


ht... DAMS 


Now Brokers all a warned be, 
Here « your brother Condemned you ſee. 
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Priated f&r Jobs A/iller, 16 75. 


(1) 

He wages of gn 1s death , and the Way to Live 
| leng 15 to live holy ; a fad bur true Example 
we have here before our eyes. Ar Horſely- 
down lately lived one Froſt, by Trade a Broker, wiio 
having raiſed his fortune very much in a little time, 
not honeſtly, bur finfu!ly : his Conſcience being 
Ike the reſt of the Trade, 2s large as the Kings 
High-way , made it his buſineſs to eull and chear 
all that came necr him or had any thing to do 
wich him : inſtances of his helliſh praiſes might 
be here recited , bur I (hall give you but a few 

which are as followeth. 

Firſt, I am informed that he hath been the oc 
cafion of undoing many poor Families which have 
been driven to ſtraights for want of ſale for their 
goods, and having great families ro maintain were 
forſt either to borrow money for a Vcek, pay- 
ing for = Week three ſhillings in the pound, u- 
ſing of it, and it they brought it not at the very 
Day he would *rreſt them , or demand unrea- 
ſonably , tor their breach of promiſe, and by his 
threats get five or ten ſhillings our of theſe poor 
ſouls, that had more need have had fo much givey eo 
them , and if they left any thing upon pawn, be 
did in like manner, retaining theix goods for leſs 
then a quarter the worth of them, becauſe they 
had not money to ferch them 6n the very Day 
they promiſed : and further, he would when any 
dycd that ufeth to deal with him , though uy 
owed him never a Ferthing, to wright down ſs 
much delivered to ſuch a man, and would make 
the poor widdows pay it, many poor Fatherleſs 
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(2) 
children are bound to curſe him : he would make 
falleSands fifty pound deep, when perſons have 
been dead, though they owed him nothing. 

Burt | proceed to his rakening, the manner was 
as fol'owcth. 

Th's Froſt was one that frequented one Mr. A. 
Bowling-green at arrff four or five Days in a 
VVcek, and there he was obſerved by a gentle- 
man that uſed the green, co bere very much, and 
was often a changing of money, and it was ob- 
ſerved that he pur the money that he change or 
won in one pockct, and that which was cliipr he 
rook out of the ,other pocket : ſometimes he was 
obferved to put away forty ſhillings at a time , 
ehis being his praftice for a conſiderable time : 
ſeveral of the Gearlemen that had won money of 
him, and changed money with him obſerved thar 
always they had ſuch money of him , ſpoke to Mr. 
A, abont it, and told him of ſuch a Man they 
had {4 much clipt money that they were afraid 
© pur it off for fear they ſhould be apprehended 
for clipping of it 5 vrhercupon this Mr. «A. Mr, 
of the Bovvling-green, acquaines one Mr, D, at the 
Tovver, and Mr, D. gave Mr, A. a guiny to change 
with Mr. Froft, vvho accordingly did the next time 
Froft came to the green , vyho gave him Eighteen 
ſhillings and faxpence in clipe Half-crowns of cld 
King Charts coyn : D. having received this clipr 
money quickly rakes a guard and goes to ſeck for 
tro apprehend Froft, being come neer Horfly- Down, 
pets one 5, H, of St. Barmonſey., and defires him 


ro alt him in the takeing of a ſuſpitious _ 
ſon 
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fon ; avvay they go to Froffs houſe , and K1ock- 
ing at the Door , comes William Griffin bis *Or- 
vant vvho vvas hired fora year, they dcmand cn-- 
trance , and charged him vvith treaſon , be fiyes 
in adoors and ſhuts them onr, they ger 2 fleuge 
and break open the Door, vvherc they found ove 
B. a Butcher, which was formerly accuſed for the 
{ame fa&t, (tanding Juſt within the door with a 
drawn {word in his hand, he made an attempt at 
the firft , but there being a ſtrong guard ſoon ſecu- 
red him , and preſently came Mr. Freft , running 
our Of his garden in his (hirt ; as he was comming 
in a doors their drapr a ſhilling out of his Draw- 
ers, this they found to be clipt : now they march 
up ſtairs, where they fee maily things thae were 
ſuſpicious; Mr. D. demands the Key of the Cloſer, he 


faid it was below, he would go fetch it, but 1 will go 


with you ſays D. no fooner were they come down , 
bur they found 8 pound of old King Charles coyn,with 
the Keys , and looking under the tablethcy find a 
great Drawer for to hold a great pair of Sheers, and 
allo ſome clippings, and locking into the Cloſes, 
there they found waits, {ſmoothing itones,and ſeve: al 
other things tending ro the ſame purpoſe , and fome 
of the filings and clippings vvas melted down , and 
ſome unmeltedz now they have good greunds to ap- 

rehend him, ſothcy take him and carry him beforea 
Fultice, and upon the examination of the witneſs, Mr, 
D.atteſied thefe things; and one Me. that is now a 
the Priſoncr at Marſhalſes, & a bill found againſt him 
laſt afſizes, ordered by Mr. Freſt, or fome of his con. 
ccrns, purpolelyto rake off him from being a witne, 
again; 
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222inſt him, and continues ft1!l priſoner,but this (aid 
VV, $4 {wear that hc ſaw the ſame Froſt a clipping, 
*he being ſent for to Mr. Froſt: houſe , which 18 neer 
Jameco tioule at Redrif upon tufinels of Paying and 
receiving of money for Mr, Freft,thits ſaid #Y, was aJ- 
micred vP {tairs, wherc be found Mr.F-oft a clping, 
and this main 4 hling « hc {aid he ſaw tiicm work abour 
2 quarter of a hour. 

And anothcr time he came and found Mr. Frog, 
and #;{iam his Man a Mclting of Clipings ta the 
Mel:ing Pots, which was ſhown 1n the Court : ſome 
of his Clippings he {cnt to one Mr. G.z Gold{mith is 
Southwark, ncer the meal-market, and other to 
Mr, G. in St. / oolts-fireet , ſome were bought, and 
other Returned, he ſaying he bought it of Our-Land- 
ithmen, b-ing paniſh-money he melted it down : 
(cveral of the Witncefl:'s, ar leailt Ton in number} 
who ſeeing aad receiv:ng ſums of money , and In- 
quiring one of anorner , they tound that Sixteen, or 
Eighteen (billings in che pound was Clipt money, 
this they ſwore againſt him in open Court , Fure 17. 
1675. Where he was Arraigned for Treaſon : 
his Inditment being Read , he pleaded nor 
guilty : Bur upon firict examination of the Wit- 
nefſes, the Jury brought him in guilty : wheree 
vPon Sentance was palt againlt him ; he ſecmed to 
be very much cait downs and dejeReq «© though 
all the rime of his Impriſonment he hath lived 
very wickedly , ſpending his eime in — and 
gaming , and ſwearing , not confidering the Short- 
neſs of his life ; the very day he was condemned, 


he plaid at Tables in the morning , and ſeemed 
nor 


- 


(5) 
not to be concerned ar all, ti] the Judges came, 


whoſe Names were as fcllowcth, k 


Sir Thomas T wiſdale Knight and 
Barron Knight. 

Sir Richard Rainsford Knight. 

Sir Edward Thorlon Knight. 

Sir lob» Howel Knight, Recorder 
of the City of London. 


The ludges being come, as great a throng of 
people as could have beer, 1124 | 
ee whole Circuir, 

Froſt. was immectate!'y brovyhe forth , wo Nt 
{coner perceived the {Judges tur his Brazon- face 
vcgins ro gather jalenels, and his hands and all 
fis body (hake , he-char' before ſecmed net to tear 


VV hen the Sentance was paſt vpon hint, he faid 


aten fo wicked in all his prattices all His Tife 3 b 


God 15 el]-tufticient, ro whom, ſer 'us all liks 
JP rQtUans , pur op our prayers fot him, who 25 
yer cannot pray for hin:{elt 3 lc us be carnefi 
with God for his poor ſaul, that ſoul and bod; 
may not boti Dye together. 

VVith Froſt was try'd his Man, by name FFll1am 
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(6) 
&Griffze his Ipditmear being for Clipping , upon 
his Eeaminandh , he was found not Guilty, and 
lo Cleared, Y 
Now ler rhis be a warning to all Brokers, how 
they grind the face of the poor, for you may fee, that 
fin brings ſhame, The ill effects of lin apprars in Froft, 
who got aneliarc, bur not honefily, and it thrived 
wich him according 3 he was not contented with his 
uarcaſonable gains 1n-his trade , bur like a Rebel ro 
the King,as well as ro his Maker, Clipps, and Filles 
his Majctties Coyn , and liv'd roſuck the {weetneſs 
of this {ia , "tis thoughr ſome years, but God 
would not ſuffer him to rain in his fin any longer, 
and now he may ſcs if fin be not an unprofirabſe 
thing. If he had lived honeſtly he might have lived 
many years, but his wicked practices hath mow 
brought him to open ſhame, and tojuſt Condemna- 
tion of Death ; and let us leave him vvhere fin hath 
brought him, to prepare for his joarncy to the other 
World, his tne being very ſhort in this z On Wed- 
neſday next "tis Reported he vvill be exccured ar 
Kennington gallows,where he will not wane Eyes to 
behold himyand I pray God they may not want hearts 
to pray for him : may his fad end be a warning to &- 
thers,and itw1ll be the joy of his beazt, who witherh 
nothing more then that you would be carctul to fear 
God,and honour the Kinggand then you may expe 
2 bleſſing and ro fill up the number of your days, 
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